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INBRIEF

New containers
At the beginning of
2011, storage spe-
cialist BITO-
Lagertechnik
Bittmann GmbH,
headquartered at
Meisenheim
(Germany), present-
ed an entirely new
series of innovative
heavy duty plastic
containers, which
are now available in
the UK from
Nuneaton-based
subsidiary, BITO
Storage Systems Lid.
From both a techni-
cal and an economic
point of view, the SL
series provides an
interesting alterna-
tive to conventional
large volume con-
tainers, mesh box
pallets and other
large-size containers
from metal or wood.
The new SL86 heavy
duty containers,
formed from
polypropylene, are
available as
SL86421 standard
models (with a use-
ful interior height of
373 mm) and
SL86621 (with a use-
ful interior height of
573 mm). Both can
be supplied in a
variety of versions.
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Davies Turner says UK
shippers are missing a trick
in failing to gain AEQ status |

Three years after becom-
ing one of the first multi-
modal forwarders in
Europe to gain AEO
accreditation, Britain’s
leading independent inter-
national freight and logis-
tics group has issued a
rallying cry for more UK
companies to follow suit.

Davies Turner & Co Ltd
specialises in air and
ocean freight, European
trailer services and logis-
tics based on its network
of regional hubs and (cus-
toms controlled) ware-
houses, and was
approved as a fully
Authorised Economic
Operator (AEO) just 18
months after Davies
Turner Air Cargo Ltd
became one of the first
AEO-accredited compa-
nies anywhere in the
European Union.

Philip Stephenson,
Davies Turner Chairman,
said other British opera-
tors could profitably follow
his company’s example or
risk falling behind the
greater AEO commitment
in the rest of Europe.

Mr Stephenson adds:
"AEO status should not
just be seen as a security
bolt-on to a freight for-
warder’s services, but as
an infegral component in
the way the company
functions and serves its
clients. Three years ago

we took the initiative in
bringing to our customers
the advantages that arise
from AEO as well as
known consignor status,
not just through greater
security in the supply
chain but also through
simplified Customs proce-
dures. We even provide
consultancy and bespoke
training on request.

"What is now disquiet-
ing is how so few other
UK companies have taken
up this challenge in the
years since. They are
missing a trick when it
comes to the new realities
of freight forwarding in
the highly regulated 21st
century.

Recent figures show
that Germany has
upwards of 2,500 AEO
accredited export/import
companies while around
just 250 British operators
and traders have AEO
status. This meagre figure
is even surpassed by num-
bers in Poland and ltaly
and equals Sweden’s total
which has a fraction of
the U.K’s population.

Mr Stephenson says: “I
think in the UK there is a
concern that the applica-
tion, compliance and
accreditation process is
hard, time-consuming
and costly, all of which
works as a disincentive to

apply.
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"l would suggest that
managers deciding on
whether to put their com-
panies forward look at the
AEO process from a dif-
ferent perspective. In the
course of winning accredi-
tation, there is a great
opportunity to examine
how you work, revitalise
your internal systems and
use the occasion to rede-
fine your business prac-
tices.

"There is now a further
commercial incentive to
become accredited due
to the growing pressure
in Europe to align and
harmonise Customs
practices amongst all
member states, which
may force UK shippers
and importers benefiting
from Customs procedures
such as IPR and OPR to
provide financial guaran-
tees.

"These are already
required in the rest of
Europe, except for compa-
nies with AEO status,
which enables a 100%
reduction/waiver, or else
can demonstrate suffi-
cient compliance with
AEO criteria to benefit
from a 50% reduction. It
is therefore worth noting
that use of such proce-
dures may in future
require compliance with
the same standards as are
needed for AEO.”




